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1 . "PLANNING COMMISSION WILL BE MUCH RELIEVED 

OF CONCERN EOR INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE IN COMING 
YEAR," FINANCE MINISTER TAJUDDIN AHMED REPORTEDLY 
TOLD PRESS JUNE 16 ON HIS RETURN FROM MEETINGS 
WITH USG AND WORLD BANK IN WASHINGTON. 

2. MINISTER QUOTED US SECRETARY AGRICULTURE AS 
STATING USG WOULD CONSIDER PROVIDING "LARGER QUANTITY 
OF FOODGRAIN TO MEET BANGLADESH'S REQUIREMENT THIS 
YEAR". TAJUDDIN SAID HE WAS "HIGHLY OPTIMISTIC " 

ABOUT US SUPPLY SINCE COUNTRY HAD PRODUCED 1.4 
BILLION BUSHELS OF FOODGRAIN MORE THAN LAST YEAR. 

IN EARLIER PRESS REPORT FROM WASHINTON, 
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MINISTER us "KEEN TO OEEER HELPING HAND" ON EOOD 
SUPPLY. TAJUDDIN IN DACCA ESTIMATED THAT BETWEEN 
4 AND 600,000 TONS MIGHT BE FIRMED UP FROM US, THOUGH 
STILL TOO EARLY TO GUESS FINAL AMOUNT SINCE NEGOTIATIONS 
NOT YET CONCLUDED. 

3. REPORTING ON MEETING WITH WORLD BANK PRESIDENT. 
TAIUDDIN SAID HE HAD TOLD HIM THAT FOR NEXT YEAR'S 
150 MILLION. MCNAMARA'S RESPONSE DESCRIBED AS "NOT 
UNSATISFACTORY". TAJUDDIN CONCEDED HOWEVER THAT "MAIN 
STUMBLING BLOCK TO OUR NEGOTIATING FRESH AID WAS 
COUNTRY'S ABILITY TO UTILIZE " OLD AID FROM IDA. 

4. TAJUDDIN COMMENTED ALSO ON DEBT QUESTION IN TERMS 
OF A BANGLADESH "REQUEST " TO BANK 

FOR EXEMPTION FROM 

LIABILITY FOR PRE-LIBERATION AID DEBT, IN THE FORM OF 
A "GRANT " TO THE EXTENT OF 84 PERCENT OF LIABILITY AND A RE- 
SCHEDULED "LOAN" ON THE REMAINING 16 PERCENT. MINISTER 
INDICATED MCNAMARA WAS SYMPATHETIC TO REQUEST. 

5. APPRECIATED REFTEL REPORT ON TAJUDDIN MEETING WITH AID. 
WOULD BE GRATEFUL ANY FURTHER REPORTS FINANCE MINISTER'S 
SESSIONS IN WASHINGTON. 

BOSTER 

BUNQUOTE SISCO 
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